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Wishing a biessed Ramadan to Muslims
observing the month at home this year. By
coming together virtually, we'll be able to
stay connected and still honour the values
at the heart of Islam - compassion, peace,
and service to others. Ramadan Mubarak!

Ontario Delivers Action
Plan to Increase Protection
for Vulnerable People and

Those Who Care for Them

Prime Minister announces

further support to help

Canadians in need

Be Smart. Be Safe.
Stay Home.

STAY

SHEBA UNION CURRENCY EXCHANGE & MONEY TRANSFER =
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Prime Minister announces
expanded access to Canada
Emergency Response Benefit and

support for essential workers

Prime Minister announces
new support for COVID-
19 medical research and

vaccine development
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Statement by the Prime Minister
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Choose a training to earn more than $25/hr* (* depending on the program) - ask us how

‘\? Citi College of Canadian Careers

< . GAREER TRAINING DIPLOMAS

/

;}“‘ﬁ—,g,gu “ Now - evening & weekend Diploma programs available.

-Q\:'I'

: R
Business
Accounting & Payroll Administration
Office Administration & Accounting Specialist
Business Administration
Business Management
Microsoft Office Training and more ...

Network Engineering
Enterprise Desktop Specialist
Enterprise Network Engineering

Inter Network Speciallist
E-Business Dev. Eng. (Web Development) and more...

"':Il's:":!;' ComgTlA Microsoft @ rednat @8 Exchange

Dgickbooks. sage 300 ) Office

Engineering | Healthcare

Chemical Process Engineering
Paint & Coating Technology

Medical Office Assistant
Community Service Worker

Employer connections via career services at Diploma completion

Citi College of Canadian Careers Nafisa Shamsuddin 905.231.1423
Lawrence Ave East/ Suite 305 / Toronto. ON. /M4A 2V6 1448 Manjura Rehman 416.619.5958
Mississauga campus citicollege.ca

151 City Centre Dr, Suite 701, Mississauga L5B 1M7 (Opposite of Square one)
Tel: 905.281.1414 | study@citicollege.ca

Regislaad as a Privala Carear College under the Private Career Colleges Act. 2005
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® Accounting & Tax Services
® Assurance and Compilation
® CFO Services

® Business Valuaton
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PRIME MINISTER ANNOUNCES
NEW SUPPORT FOR COVID-19
MEDICAL RESEARCH AND
VACCINE DEVELOPMENT
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SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS
AND NEW GRADS AFFECTED
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— | CALL NOW

q ., [905-279-0308| )
¥ some restlictions apply | '@i Academy for Mathematics & English

www.tutoringacademy.ca

-

-

UNLOCKYUR (@S FUTLL POTENTIAL

Wfo@raa12 Math English  Physics Chemistry NOW Offering Two LIL"PROGRAMS

r
Tutorial and Enrichment Programs UI.HIMTH WHIZ , .
The “Small Steps Design” system will £

v Custom Tailored Programs allow your pre-K+ child to quickly [

. . ; accelerate 1-3 math grade levels ahead. == B
v" Private Learning Workstations N
v Individual Attention SUPER READERS
v Daily Progress Reports /- f _ This powerful and remarkable A=

. . . 4 system can take a non-reader, -
v Unique Learning Environmer t? - asyoung as 4 yearsold, toa (L S
v Qualified & Experienced Tutor beginning grade 3 reading

| level,
/

Tutoring That Works!!
FOR MORE INFORMATION 905_279_0308

7  CALL NOW

mJ Parkways West Shopping Centre
; " 325 Central Parkway W., Unit 34, Mississauga, ON L5B 3X9
‘ h Academy for Mathematics & English
www.tutoringacademy.ca (Central Pkwy W / Confederation Pkwy)
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STATEMENT BY THE PRIME MINISTER ON THE
SHOOTING IN PORTAPIQUE, NOVA SCOTIA

he Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau,
today issued the following statement
on the shooting in Portapique, Nova
Scotia:

“I was saddened to learn about the senseless
violence in Nova Scotia, which claimed
the lives of multiple people, including one
member of the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police (RCMP), Cst. Heidi Stevenson, a 23-
year veteran of the Force. Our hearts go out to
the people who have lost loved ones, and to the
RCMP family mourning a fallen officer. I also
hope for a full recovery for the people who
were injured, including one RCMP member

who is in hospital being treated for non-life-
threatening injuries.

“Every day, law enforcement members put
themselves in harm’s way to ensure our safety
and well-being. I thank them, and all first
responders, for their unwavering dedication,
professionalism, and service, and for always
being there for us.

“As a country, in moments like these, we come
together to support one another. Together we
will mourn with the families of the victims,
and help them get through this difficult time.

“Earlier today, I spoke with the RCMP
Commissioner and the Premier of Nova Scotia
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to offer my condolences, on behalf of the
Government of Canada. The people of Nova
Scotia are strong and resilient, and we will be
here to support them as they heal from this
tragedy.”

PMO Media Relations

$29 million for the National Research Council of Canada to
begin the second phase of critical upgrades to its Human Health
Therapeutics facility in Montréal. Building on ongoing work to
ready the facility for the production of vaccines for clinical trials,
this funding will support operations to maintain the facility, as
well as provide infrastructure to prepare vials for individual doses
as soon as a vaccine becomes available.

$600 million, through the Strategic Innovation Fund, over two years
to support COVID-19 vaccine and therapy clinical trials led by the
private sector, and Canadian biomanufacturing opportunities.

$10 million for a Canadian data monitoring initiative so we can
coordinate and share pandemic-related data across the country to
enhance Canada’s response to COVID-19.

$10.3 million over two years, and $5 million ongoing, to support
the Canadian Immunization Research Network in conducting
vaccine-related research and clinical trials, and to enhance
Canada’s capacity to monitor vaccine safety and effectiveness.

$114.9 million through the Canadian Institutes of Health Research
for research projects that will accelerate the development, testing,
and implementation of medical and social countermeasures to
mitigate the rapid spread of COVID-19, as well as its social and
health impacts.

Separately, the Government of Canada is providing over $675,000
through the Stem Cell Network to support two new research
projects and one clinical trial. The clinical trial will evaluate the
safety of a potential cell therapy to reduce the impacts and severity
of acute respiratory distress associated with COVID-19, and the
two projects will generate critical information about how cells in
the airway and brain are affected by the virus.

By supporting COVID-19 research, the critical work being done
by our country’s scientists, and vaccination efforts, we will be able
to better protect the health and safety of Canadians and vulnerable
populations around the world.

PMO Media Relations

oday, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau spoke with the President
of Turkey, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, to discuss the latest
developments regarding the COVID-19 pandemic.

President Erdogan offered his condolences to Canadians
following the tragic shooting in Nova Scotia. Prime Minister Trudeau
thanked President Erdogan and highlighted Canadians’ resilience and
strength.

The leaders also discussed the measures in place in each country to
protect the health and safety of their citizens and agreed on the need
to support developing countries in response to COVID-19. They also
highlighted the ongoing need for global coordination, including through
the G20, to fight the pandemic and stabilize the global economy.
They spoke of the vital need to keep supply chains open for medical
equipment and other critical supplies as well stepped up international
cooperation to accelerate vaccine and treatment development. They
also spoke of the collaboration of both countries through the Ministerial
Coordination Group on COVID 19 led by Canada.

Prime Minister Trudeau and President Erdogan discussed the trade and
economic relationship between the two countries and welcomed the
opportunities for growth it presents.

COVID-19 is a rapidly evolving global challenge. The Government
of Canada is working closely with local, provincial, territorial, and
international partners to minimize its health, economic, and social
impacts in Canada and around the world.

PMO Media Relations




igais plyl UAHS
% Canadlan magazine

+ T

PRIME MINISTER ANNOUNCES FURTHER SUPPORT TO
HELP CANADIANS IN NEED

Ottawa, Ontario

anadians across the country are

continuing to face challenges during

this difficult time, particularly

those who are most vulnerable to
the health, social, and economic impacts of
COVID-19. For many Canadians who were
already struggling, it’s even harder now, and
they are turning more and more to charities
and non-profit organizations for help.

The Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, today
announced an investment of $350 million
to support vulnerable Canadians through
charities and non-profit organizations that
deliver essential services to those in need.

The government has been working to put
in place supports for all Canadians facing
a tough situation. However, COVID-19 is
having a disproportionate impact on those
most vulnerable, creating a greater need for
community-based organizations. To help
these Canadians, the Government of Canada
will provide additional support to charities

and non-profit organizations through the
Emergency Community Support Fund.

The investment will flow through national
organizations that have the ability to get
funds quickly to local organizations that
serve vulnerable populations. It will support a
variety of activities, such as:

Increasing volunteer-based home deliveries of
groceries and medications

Providing transportation services, like
accompanying or driving seniors or persons
with disabilities to appointments

Scaling up help lines that provide information
and support

Helping  vulnerable Canadians

government benefits

accCess

Providing training, supplies, and other required
supports to volunteers so they can continue
to make their invaluable contributions to the
COVID-19 response

Replacing in-person, one-on-one contact and

social gatherings with virtual contact through
phone calls, texts, teleconferences, or the
Internet

With these further supports, we are making
sure vulnerable Canadians feeling the financial
and social impacts of COVID-19 can get the
help they need, when they need it most. The
government will continue to have the backs of
organizations helping Canadians get through
this difficult time.

Government of Canada

PRIMEMINISTERANNOUNCESNEWSUPPORTFORCOVID-
19 MEDICAL RESEARCH AND VACCINE DEVELOPMENT

Ottawa, Ontario

ew information on COVID-19

emerges every day. Researchers

and scientists in Canada and

around the world are working
hard to better understand the virus, and its
impacts on people and communities. By
keeping pace with this information, we can
better protect the health of Canadians and set
our country on the path to recovery.

The Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, today
announced more than $1 billion in support
of a national medical research strategy
to fight COVID-19 that includes vaccine
development, the production of treatments,
and tracking of the virus. This new funding
builds on the $275 million investment
for coronavirus
countermeasures announced in March.

The Government of Canada will invest in
new medical countermeasures to better
understand COVID-19, and develop the
infrastructure needed to fight the virus here

in Canada. This includes:

The establishment of the

research and medical

COVID-19
Immunity Task Force that will operate

NEWS REL

PRIME MINISTER ANNOUNCES
NEW SUPPORT FOR COVID-19
MEDICAL RESEARCH AND
VACCINE DEVELOPMENT

EASE

under the direction of a leadership group,
which will include Dr. David Naylor, Dr.
Catherine Hankins, Dr. Tim Evans, Dr.
Theresa Tam, and Dr. Mona Nemer. The task
force will establish priorities and oversee
the coordination of a series of country-wide
blood test surveys that will tell us how widely
the virus has spread in Canada and provide
reliable estimates of potential immunity and
vulnerabilities in Canadian populations.

$40 million for the Canadian COVID-19
Genomics Network (CanCOGeN), led by
Genome Canada, to coordinate a COVID-
19 viral and host genome sequencing effort
across Canada. This research will help
track the virus, its different strains, and
how it makes people sick in different ways,

providing valuable information to public
health authorities and decision-makers as
they put in place measures to control the
pandemic. The results of this work will be
available to researchers globally to support
additional research,
vaccine development efforts.

including Canadian

$23 million for the Vaccine and Infectious
Disease Organization-International Vaccine
Centre  (VIDO-InterVac) to accelerate
development of a vaccine against COVID-19.
This funding will support pre-clinical testing
and clinical trials of a potential COVID-
19 vaccine, essential steps to ensuring that
vaccines are effective and safe for human use.

(670) 1131110 (<SSR page 7
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PRIME MINISTER ANNOUNCES EXPANDED ACCESS TO
JANADA EMERGENCY RESPONSE BENEFIT AND SUPPORT
FOR ESSENTIAL WORKERS

Ottawa, Ontario

he Government of Canada is taking

significant and decisive action to

support Canadians and businesses

facing hardship as a result of the
COVID-19 global pandemic.

No Canadian should have to choose between
protecting their health, putting food on the
table, paying for their medication or caring for
a family member. This is why the government
introduced the Canada Emergency Response
Benefit (CERB), a taxable benefit of $2,000
every four weeks for up to four months for
eligible workers who have lost their income
due to COVID-19.

The Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, today
announced that the government is stepping
up to better support those who need help but
don't qualify for the CERB, and Canadians
working in essential jobs who make less than
they would if they received the benefit.

To help more Canadians benefit from the

STATEMENT IN

CERB, the government will be changing the
eligibility rules to:

Allow people to earn up to $1,000 per month
while collecting the CERB.

Extend the CERB to seasonal workers who
have exhausted their EI regular benefits and
are unable to undertake their usual seasonal
work as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak.

Extend the CERB to workers who recently
exhausted their EI regular benefits and are

unable to find a job or return to work because
of COVID-19.

The COVID-19 pandemic has placed particular
demands on low-income workers in certain
sectors, including those on the front-line in
hospitals and nursing homes, those ensuring
the integrity of the food supply, or providing
essential retail services to Canadians.

In recognition that these essential workers’
salaries are often less or similar than what
they would receive from the CERB, the
government will work with provinces and

SUPPORT OF

GLOBAL CEASEFIRE

Ottawa, Ontario - Global Affairs Canada

The Honourable Frangois-Philippe
Champagne, Minister of Foreign Aftairs, and
the Honourable Karina Gould, Minister of
International Development, today issued the
following statement:

“Canada fully supports the UN Secretary-
General’s appeal for an immediate global
ceasefire in all corners of the world, in light
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Now is the time
to put armed conflict on lockdown, to protect
the most vulnerable and to focus our efforts
together in the fight against this virus. We are
proud to have led 58 countries in supporting
the Secretary-General’s appeal, and we
encourage all countries to do the same.

“As COVID-19 continues to spread, Canada
is particularly concerned about the plight of

©

JEVEUUERS

women, children and vulnerable civilians
caught in armed conflict and humanitarian
crises. We know that these populations are
already disproportionately affected by armed
conflict, that they are more vulnerable to
economic and food insecurity and that they
are at even greater risk now because of this
pandemic. This is why a global ceasefire is so
important.

“Canada i1s working hard to prioritize the
protection of the most vulnerable in the
response to the pandemic, including through
our most recent funding of the UN system
and international partners. We offer Canada’s
full support to, and stand in solidarity with,
those on the front lines of the response and
the civilians and vulnerable populations in
conflict, who require protection now more

International Professional Group
Charterad Prolessional"Accounianis

territories through a new transfer to cost-share
a temporary top-up to the salaries of workers
deemed essential in the fight against COVID-
19, who make less than $2,500 a month.
Details as to the application and delivery of
this measure will be released shortly following
further work with provinces and territories.
This measure could help several million
workers currently involved in the COVID-
19 response. The government will continue
to look for ways to better help all Canadians
during this difficult time.

Government of Canada

United Nations

than ever. During this unprecedented global
crisis, we also wish to reiterate Canada’s full
commitment to multilateralism and the rules-
based international order.”

Press Secretary

Office of the Minister of Foreign Affairs
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Ottawa, Ontario

Post-secondary students are feeling the
economic impacts of COVID-19. Many
students were preparing to start a summer
job in May, and are now worried about how
to pay rent and cover basic living expenses,
while recent graduates are struggling to find
meaningful work. This is a critical point in
their lives, and we must do everything possible
to support their future.

The Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, today
announced comprehensive support of nearly
$9 billion for post-secondary students and
recent graduates. This plan will help provide
the financial support they need this summer,
help them continue their studies in the fall,
and help many get the experience they need
to start their careers. These measures include
launching:

the proposed Canada Emergency Student
Benefit, which would provide support to
students and new graduates who are not
eligible for the Canada Emergency Response
Benefit. This benefit would provide $1,250
per month for eligible students or $1,750 per
month for eligible students with dependents
or disabilities. The benefit would be available
from May to August 2020.

the new Canada Student Service Grant,
which will help students gain valuable work
experience and skills while they help their
communities during the COVID 19 pandemic.
For students who choose to do national service
and serve their communities, the new Canada
Student Service Grant will provide up to

o

$5,000 for their education in the fall.

The Government of Canada will expand
existing  federal = employment,  skills
development, and youth programming to
create up to 116,000 jobs, placements, and
other training opportunities to help students
find employment and develop valuable skills
this summer and over the coming months.
In addition, to help students continue their
studies in the fall, the government will:

double the Canada Student Grants for all
eligible full-time students to up to $6,000 and
up to $3,600 for part-time students in 2020-
21. The Canada Student Grants for Students
with Permanent Disabilities and Students with
Dependents would also be doubled.

broaden eligibility for student financial
assistance by removing the expected student’s
and spouse’s contributions in 202021-, in
recognition that many students and families
will struggle to save for school this year.

enhance the Canada Student Loans Program
by raising the maximum weekly amount that
can be provided to a student in 202021- from
$210 to $350.

increase existing distinctions-based support
for First Nations, Inuit, and M¢tis Nation
students pursuing post-secondary education
by providing an additional $75.2 million in
202021-.

extend expiring federal graduate research
scholarships and postdoctoral fellowships, and
supplement existing federal research grants,
to support students and post-doctoral fellows,

PRIME MINISTER ANNOUNCES PARTNERSHIPS WITH PROVINCES AND
TERRITORIES TO DELIVER THE CANADA EMERGENCY COMMERCIAL
RENT ASSISTANCE FOR SMALL BUSINESSES

Small businesses across the country are the
backbone of our communities, and they are
now facing significant challenges. That is why
the Government of Canada and provincial
and territorial partners are taking strong,
immediate, and effective action to protect
Canadians and businesses from the impacts of
the COVID-19 pandemic. We are introducing
significant measures to support them and
ensure they have the resources to make it
through these difficult times.

The Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, today
announced that the federal government
has reached an agreement in principle with
all provinces and territories to implement
the Canada Emergency Commercial Rent
Assistance (CECRA) for small businesses.
This program will lower rent by 75 per cent
for small businesses that have been affected
by COVID-19.

The government is also providing further
details on the program:

The program will provide forgivable loans
to qualifying commercial property owners
to cover 50 per cent of three monthly rent
payments that are payable by eligible small
business tenants who are experiencing financial
hardship during April, May, and June.

The loans will be forgiven if the mortgaged
property owner agrees to reduce the eligible
small business tenants’ rent by at least 75 per
cent for the three corresponding months under
a rent forgiveness agreement, which will
include a term not to evict the tenant while
the agreement is in place. The small business
tenant would cover the remainder, up to 25
per cent of the rent.

Impacted small business tenants are businesses
paying less than $50,000 per month in rent

MEWS RELEASE

SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS
AND NEW GRADS AFFECTED
BY COVID-19

by providing $291.6 million to the federal
granting councils. In addition, the government
intends to enhance work opportunities for
graduate students and post-doctoral fellows
through the National Research Council of
Canada.

Taken together, these programs will not only
help ensure more students get the financial
support they need, but the opportunities and
experience many students were counting on.

The government will continue to monitor and
respond to the health, social, and economic
impacts of COVID-19. We are ready to take
additional actions as needed to stabilize the
economy and mitigate the impacts of the
pandemic on Canadians.

PMO Media Relations

MNEWS REL

PRIME MINISTER ANNOUNCES
PARTNERSHIPS WITH PROVINCES AND
TERRITORIES TO DELIVER THE CANADA

EMERGENCY COMMERCIAL RENT
ASSISTANCE FOR SMALL BUSINESSES

EASE

and who have temporarily ceased operations
or have experienced at least a 70 per cent drop
in pre-COVID-19 revenues. This support will
also be available to non-profit and charitable
organizations.

Today’sannouncementispartofthe Government
of Canada’s COVID-19 Economic Response
Plan, which is addressing the challenges
facing Canadians and their employers
during this time of global uncertainty. The
government continues to assess and respond
to the impacts of COVID-19, and stands ready
to take additional actions as needed to stabilize
the economy and mitigate the impacts of the
pandemic.

PMO Media Relations
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ONTARIO DELIVERS ACTION PLAN TO INCREASE
PROTECTION FOR VULNERABLE PEOPLE AND THOSE
WHO CARE FOR THEM

Additional measures will help

stop the spread of COVID-19
TORONTO — Ontario is delivering a new
COVID-19 Action Plan for Vulnerable People
to better protect vulnerable populations during
the outbreak of COVID-19. This plan builds on
the government's previous actions to protect
people living in high-risk settings, including
homes serving those with developmental
disabilities, shelters for survivors of gender-
based violence and human trafficking,
children's residential settings, and those
residential settings supporting vulnerable
Indigenous individuals and families both on
and off reserve.

Details of the plan were unveiled today by
Premier Doug Ford, Todd Smith, Minister of
Children, Community and Social Services,
Christine Elliott, Deputy Premier and Minister
of Health, and Dr. Merrilee Fullerton, Minister
of Long-Term Care.

"The plan we are announcing today will
build on and support the critical work that is
currently being carried out each and every
day by our frontline heroes to care for our
most vulnerable citizens," said Premier Ford.
"These people are most at risk during this
pandemic and that's why we are helping these
organizations immediately ramp up screening
and testing, deploy more protective masks and
gloves, and put more boots on the ground in
the fight against COVID-19."

"We have been working in close partnership
with the federal government, municipalities,
First Nations, Indigenous organizations and
bargaining agents as part of the rapid response
to COVID-19 in congregate care settings,"
said Minister Smith. "The action plan we are
delivering today lays out a set of interventions,
tailored by sector, to enable prevention and
infection control, while maintaining service

continuity for the benefit of our vulnerable
clients and staft."

The COVID-19 Action Plan for Vulnerable
People focuses on three specific areas:
Enhanced Screening and Reduced Exposure
to Prevent Spread

Enhancing screening of visitors, staff, and
residents on sites, as well as restricting non-
essential visitors.

Providing masks to staft working in congregate
care settings and providing training on the use
of personal protective equipment in the event
of an outbreak.

Infection Control: Managing Outbreaks and
Limiting Spread

Enhancing testing of symptomatic staff and
clients to identify the need for isolation and
additional infection control measures on-site.
Planning to limit staff from working at more
than one congregate care setting during
an outbreak, specifically in developmental
services, intervenor services, violence against
women and anti-human trafficking settings.
Providing additional training and support for
high-risk settings dealing with an outbreak,
including guidance on how to isolate clients.
Sustaining Staffing and Managing Staff
Shortages

Working with organizations to promote
workforce stability and capacity in high-risk
settings.

"Women and children who are in a vulnerable
place in their lives must have access to the
supports they need and a setting that is safe,"
said Jill Dunlop, Associate Minister of Children
and Women's Issues. ""We are taking steps to stop
the spread of COVID-19, including physical
distancing, flexible staffing, and cleaning and
disinfecting protocols, to keep people safe
where they work and where they live."

"We know that those who live and work in

homeless shelters face unique challenges

because of the COVID-19 outbreak," said
Steve Clark, Minister of Municipal Affairs and
Housing. "That's why we're working closely
with service managers and our local partners
to collect data and identify specific actions we
can take to help."
The government will work with Indigenous-
led congregate care settings both on and off
reserve to ensure that these tools and supports
are available and adapted to meet their local
needs in keeping their clients and staft safe.
"Indigenous leaders across the province have
taken swift action to protect their communities
from the spread of COVID-19 and today's
enhanced safety measures will provide
additional protection for those community
members living and working in congregate
care settings," said Greg Rickford, Minister
of Energy, Northern Development and Mines
and Minister of Indigenous Affairs.
The plan also supports mobilizing action to
assessed high-risk locations in managing the
COVID-19 outbreak in the days and weeks
to come by providing assistance with staffing
and additional training and support.
The government is also moving immediately
to solicit ideas on additional actions and
measures that can be taken now to further
support vulnerable Ontarians and staff in
high-risk settings.

Government of Ontario
>
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Extension required to keep people safe and
stop the spread of COVID-19
TORONTO — Today, Christine Elliott, Deputy

Premier and Minister of Health, and Jeff Yurek,
Minister of the Environment, Conservation and

Parks, issued the following statement on Ontario
Parks operations in response to COVID-19:

«In order to keep Ontarians safe during this
COVID-19 outbreak, our government 1is
extending the closure of Ontario’s provincial
parks and conservation reserves to May 31,
2020. This includes car camping, backcountry

camping, roofed accommodations, day use
opportunities, access points and all public
buildings.

Provincial parks and conservation reserves
will continue to remain fully closed to all
recreational activities.

Reservations for arrivals up to, and including,
any further closure extension date will be
automatically cancelled and reservation holders
will receive a full refund with no penalty.
We are also providing penalty-free refunds

to reservation holders who wish to change
or cancel their 2020 camping reservation,
regardless of arrival date.
Please continue to visit OntarioParks.com and
Ontario Parks social media channels for the
most up-to-date information.
We understand this extension may impact
many Ontarians> plans during the month of
May. However, the health and well-being of
Ontarians 1s our government>s number one
priority. Although we are making progress
to stop the spread, the virus has not yet been
contained. As a result, all but essential service
workers must continue to stay at home and
practice physical distancing.»

Government of Ontario
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Statement by the Prime Minister

EARTH.DAY

STATEMENT BY THE PRIME
MINISTER ON EARTH DAY

Ottawa, Ontario

The Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, today issued
the following statement on Earth Day:

“Today, we join the international community to
observe Earth Day.

“As Canadians, we are fortunate to be surrounded
by an abundance of nature. With this privilege
comes a shared responsibility to safeguard our
environment and the natural treasures we have
inherited.

“We want our children and grandchildren to be
able to enjoy our majestic forests, breathe clean
air, and play by our beautiful oceans, lakes,
rivers, and streams. That is why the Government
of Canada has taken important steps to protect
our environment, while growing the economy
and making life more affordable for families
across the country.

“This year, families are going to observe Earth
Day in a different way, because our parks are
closed and Canadians have to stay home. This
does not mean we cannot all still appreciate and
continue to share a resolve to protect our natural
beauty and our environment.

“Climate change continues to present a long-term
threat to our health and economy. Last week, we
made a historic investment to clean up orphan

o,

and inactive oil and gas wells, creating thousands
of jobs and lasting environmental benefits. We
also proposed a new Emissions Reduction Fund
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in Canada’s
oil and gas sector, with a focus on methane.

“Our number one focus right now is dealing with
the immediate threat of COVID-19. But this does
not mean that we can neglect the environmental
crisis. Canada can, and will, build a stronger and
more resilient economy by investing in a cleaner
and healthier future for everyone.

“We remain committed to our climate plan, which
includes ambitious actions to reduce emissions,
promote clean technology and jobs, and put a
price on pollution. To meet our Paris Agreement
commitments, we are taking action so we can
exceed Canada’s 2030 emissions reduction goal,
achieve net-zero emissions by 2050, and position
our businesses and industries to remain globally
competitive. We are also committed to protecting
25 percent of Canada’s land and 25 percent of our
oceans by 2025 to preserve our natural legacy for
our generation and the next.

“On behalf of the Government of Canada, I
encourage all Canadians to do their part for the
environment and to reflect on how fortunate we
are to live in such a beautiful country.”

PMO Media Relations

THE PRIME MINISTER, JUSTIN TRUDEAU, TODAY
ISSUED THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT ON RAMADAN:

“Tonight at sunset, Muslims in Canada and around
the world will mark the beginning of Ramadan, a
month-long spiritual journey of fasting and prayer.

“Traditionally, Ramadan is a time of collective
gathering. Families and friends observe Ramadan
by getting together, fasting during the day, and
ending their day with iftar. This year, Ramadan
will look different as we continue to fight the
global COVID-19 pandemic, and work to protect
our communities by staying home and following
the advice of public health experts. From mosques
hosting Friday prayers online to families having
iftar virtually, Muslim Canadians will be doing
their part this year.

“During this crisis, the values at the heart of Islam

—compassion, gratitude, and generosity — resonate
more than ever, as we see Muslim Canadians
helping their neighbours. A time of charity and
spiritual contemplation, Ramadan reminds us to
put the needs of others before our own and to
practice those values in our daily lives.

“Let us take the time to recognize, and show
gratitude for, the invaluable contributions Muslim
Canadians make each day to our country.

“On behalf of our family, Sophie and I wish
everyone celebrating a blessed and peaceful

Ramadan.

“Ramadan Mubarak.” Justin Trudeau
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Wishing a biessed Ramadan to Muslims
observing the month at home this year. By
coming together virtually, we'll be able to
stay connected and still honour the values
at the heart of Islam - compassion, peace,
and service to others. Ramadan Mubarak!

Ontario Delivers Action
Plan to Increase Protection
for Vulnerable People and

Those Who Care for Them

Prime Minister announces

further support to help

Canadians in need
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Prime Minister announces
expanded access to Canada
Emergency Response Benefit and

support for essential workers

Prime Minister announces
new support for COVID-
19 medical research and

vaccine development




